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1. Introduction 

1.1 This statement has been approved by the Full Governing Board on 30 
September 2025 and will be reviewed by the Full Governing Board in 
September 2026. 

1.2 This statement has been created following advice from the DFE document: School 
admissions code: mandatory requirements for admission authorities, governing 
bodies, local authorities, school adjudicators and admissions appeals panels.  

1.3 Admissions Authority: Local Authority (Hertfordshire County Council)  

1.4 Complaints about arrangements: The Schools Adjudicator (Hertfordshire County 
Council) 

1.5 Appeals: Local Authority (Hertfordshire County Council) 

1.6 As a Voluntary Controlled Church of England School, all admissions to Preston 
Primary VC School are managed by Hertfordshire County Council. Any information 
regarding admissions can be found here. It is the responsibility of Hertfordshire 
County Council to ensure that admission arrangements are compliant with this 
Code. 

 

2. Published Admission Number (PAN) 

2.1 Preston Primary School’s Published Admissions Number (PAN) is currently 15 
children per year group. The Local Authority must consult at least the governing 
body of the school where it proposes either to increase or keep the same PAN. If 
the PAN is unchanged, the Admissions Authority does not have to consult annually 
but must consult the governing body at least every 7 years. To decrease the PAN, 
the Admissions Authority will follow procedures as set out in the Code. 

2.2 The Admissions Authority publishes the relevant information for Preston Primary 
School on their website and this can be found here. This link will also provide 
access to the Admissions Authority’s Admission Rules for Preston Primary School. 

 

3. Local authorities power of direction – looked after 
children 

3.1 A local authority has the power to direct the admission authority for any maintained 
school in England (other than the school for which they are the admissions 
authority) to admit a child who is looked after by the local authority, even when the 
school is full. 

3.2 The local authority must consult the admission authority of the school and the 
admission authority has 7 days to respond. If the local authority decides to direct, 
they must inform the admissions authority, the governing body and the 
headteacher. The governing body may refer the case to the Schools Adjudicator 
if it considers that admitting the child would seriously prejudice the provision of 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/school-admissions/primary-junior-and-middle-schools/primary-junior-and-middle-school-places.aspx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/schools-directory/school.aspx?school=Preston+Primary+(VC)+School&schoolcode=66
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efficient education or the efficient use of resources. The Schools Adjudicator may 
decide to uphold or determine that another maintained school must admit the child. 
The Schools Adjudicator’s decision is binding. 

 

 


